
1. The number of people arriving in the UK via illegal Channel crossing is on course to reach at least 7,500
in 2020 should they continue at the rate seen since January.

2. The number of crossings in the year so far - 2,400 - is four times the 600 or so that came during the first
six months of 2019 (visit our regularly-updated Channel Tracking Station).

3. If that trend continues to the end of 2020, this would mean that the total arriving during the year would be
four times the total of nearly 1,900 who arrived in 2019, or nearly 7,600. That said there may be other
factors, including action by the UK or French governments, by potential arrivals or by people-traffickers,
which affect the eventual total. For more on this topic see our detailed paper on ‘Unauthorised Channel
Crossings’. (see a further note about estimates such as this in paragraph 9 below).

4. The figures in the table and graphs below cover only those detected. The total number of migrants who
have entered the UK by deliberately evading UK border controls is of course not known but is bound to
make the actual number even higher.

5. A look at the pattern of arrivals by month suggests that the bulk of arrivals last year occur during the
months of Summer and Autumn, when the sea is calmer and temperatures warmer.

6. This pattern saw 70% of detected arrivals in 2019 in the second half of the year, and this was even more
marked in 2018 (see Table 1 and Figure 2 below).

7. If such a pattern holds true, it could mean over 5,000 more people arriving via this route between now
and Christmas - an average of more than 800 per month.

8. The table below shows the estimated numbers of people who have successfully crossed the Channel
since the start of 2018. The figures are derived from a combination of media reports and Home Office data.

9. Migration Watch UK has a strong track record in getting its estimates right (for more, click here).
Projections of future migration are, as the Migration Advisory Committee has pointed out (see p.219) 'as
much an art as a science' and inherently uncertain. There are a number of different forms in which such
variability may manifest:

a. Statistical sources – gaps or shortcomings in information often mean margins of error can be large;
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https://news.migrationwatch.org.uk/2020/05/11/arrivals-via-deadly-and-illegal-channel-crossing-from-safe-countries
https://www.migrationwatchuk.org/briefing-paper/474/unauthorised-channel-crossings
https://www.migrationwatchuk.org/briefing-paper/474/unauthorised-channel-crossings
https://www.migrationwatchuk.org/briefing-paper/425/migration-watch-uk--our-track-record
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/873155/PBS_and_Salary_Thresholds_Report_MAC_word_FINAL.pdf


b. Assumptions – projection based on modelling requires the use of best-judgement, based upon an
assessment of the facts as they stand alongside empirical experience;

c. Real-world reactions and adaptation – projecting upcoming events and the way in which humans will
react to them is subject to significant variability.

For the above reasons, the figures contained in this paper should be seen as orders of magnitude based on
analysis of the situation at the time rather than as exact predictions of what will occur.

Table 1: Detected arrivals by illegal Channel crossing by month since 2018
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2018 2019 2020
January 7 47 94

February 0 84 192

March 0 67 228

April 0 90 523

May 0 140 684

June 4 163 680

July 0 170 -

August 10 349 -

September 7 208 -

October 23 Unknown -

November 108 Unknown -

December 138 Unknown -

Total for year 297 1,892 2,401 (as at 30 June 2020)



Figure 1: Detected arrivals broken down by month, 2018 to Jan-Jun 2020

Figure 2: Detected arrivals by Channel crossing in small boats, 2018 to Jan-Jun 2020
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